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HISTORY OF WEST SUBURBAN HOSPITAL

SCHOOL OF NURSING

Cornerstone for West Suburban Hospital laid – April 1912

Training School for Nurses established – February 1914

Completed “New” Dorm Building – 1925



From The 1926 Oak Park – River Forest High School “Tabula” Yearbook



HISTORY, CONT.

Affiliated with Wheaton College in 1946

(In 1950’s, said that half of missionary nurses graduated from WSH)

In 1953, named changed to West Suburban Hospital School of Nursing

(School for Nurses)

Affiliation with Wheaton College ended in early 1980’s (35+ years)

Sharon Bolin retired

In 1985, affiliated with Concordia University in River Forest

Concordia-West Suburban College of Nursing (lasted until 2003) 18  years



HISTORY, CONT.

In 2004, Resurrection Healthcare (RHC) purchased the hospital & college, along with 

Westlake Hospital

In 2005, received approval to offer a graduate nursing program

In 2010, RHC sold the two hospitals but Resurrection kept the Nursing School

In 2010, Resurrection University was established with programs in Nursing & Allied 

Health

In 2010, RHC merged with Provena Health becoming Presence Health System



HISTORY, CONT.

In 2013, Resurrection University moved from its West Suburban Hospital Facilities to 

Saint Elizabeth’s Hospital in Wicker Park (Division/Western)

In 2014, the University celebrated 100 years of nursing education with a Centennial 

Celebration

In March 2018, the affiliation of Resurrection University and Presence Health ended

Presence Health is being “bought out” and plans to sell the St. E’s Hospital Bldg

-Currently, Resurrection has a student body of 900

-West Suburban Hospital has been bought again and is in transition also



THE NURSES’ RESIDENCE

Painting by Barbara Holt Woolston, Class of 1967







DORM LIFE





























































































ACTIVITIES

















































GRADUATION



Marylou Hicks, Dawn Johnson, Carrie Filipovich, Holly Wagner, Jane Norton, Linda Merriman

















25TH REUNION














